
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 

ASSOCIATION OF RHODE ISLAND AUTHORS 

 

ARTICLE I - NAME 
The name of this organizations shall be the Association of Rhode 
Island Authors (ARIA). 
 
ARTICLE II - NAME & ADDRESS OF REGISTERED AGENT 
Steven R. Porter, 63 Sawmill Road, Chepachet, RI 02814 

ARTICLE III - LEGAL PURPOSE 
This corporation is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, 
educational, and scientific purposes as specified in Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code, including for such purposes, the making 
of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the 
corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 
 
The purpose of this corporation is to: 
 
 1. Raise awareness of the outstanding written works crafted by 
 published writers of both fiction and non-fiction in Rhode Island 
 and other nearby communities. 
  
 2. Be an education and referral source for all local 
 bookstores, libraries, readers and others seeking information 
 about and presentations from Rhode Island authors. 
 
ARTICLE IV — EXEMPTION REQUIREMENTS 
At all times the following shall operate as conditions restricting the 
operations and activities of the corporation: 
 
 1. No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to 
 the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, 
 officers, or other private persons, except that organization 
 shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation 
 for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in 
 furtherance of the purpose set forth in the purpose clause 
 hereof. 
 
 2. No substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall 
 constitute the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting 
 to influence legislation, or any initiative or referendum before 
 the public, and the corporation shall not participate in, or 
 intervene in (including by publication or distribution of 
 statements), any political campaign on behalf of, or in 
 opposition to, any candidate for public office. 
 
 3. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this document, the 



 organization shall not carry on any other activities not 
 permitted to be carried on by an organization exempt from federal 
 income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 
 or corresponding section of any future tax code, or by an 
 organization, contributions to which are deductible under section 
 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section 
 of any future tax code. 
 
ARTICLE V — MEMBERSHIP/BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
This corporation shall have members. The eligibility, rights and 
obligations of the members will be determined by the organization's 
bylaws. The management of the affairs of the corporation shall be 
vested in a board of directors, as defined by the corporation's 
bylaws. No director shall have any right, title, or interest in or to 
any property of the corporation. The  number of directors constituting 
the initial board of directors is seven (7); their names and addresses 
are as follows: 
 
 
 1. Steven R. Porter, 63 Sawmill Road, Chepachet, RI 02814 
 2. Joann Mead, 109 Pine Glen Drive, East Greenwich, RI 02818 
 3. Dawn M. Porter, 63 Sawmill Road, Chepachet, RI 02814 
 4. Vanessa Paniccia,72 Bramblewood Lane, S. Kingstown, RI 02879 
 5. Ray Wolf, PO Box 261-W, Hope, RI 02831 
 6. Debra (Dee) Eaton, 143 Lydia Avenue, Woonsocket, RI 02895 
 7. Paul Caranci, 26 East Avenue, North Providence, RI 02911 
  
Members of the initial board of directors shall serve until the first 
annual meeting, at which their successors will be duly elected and 
qualified, or removed as provided in the bylaws.  
 
ARTICLE VI — PERSONAL LIABILITY 
No member, officer, or director of this corporation shall be 
personally liable for the debts or obligations of this corporation of 
any nature whatsoever, nor shall any of the property of the members, 
officers, or directors be subject to the payment of the debts or 
obligations of this corporation. 
 
ARTICLE VII - DURATION/DISSOLUTION 
The duration of the corporate existence shall be perpetual until 
dissolution. Upon the dissolution of the organization, assets of the 
corporation shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes 
within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, 
or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or shall be 
distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local 
government, for a public purpose. 
 
ARTICLE VIII - INCORPORATORS 
In witness whereof, we, the undersigned, have hereunto subscribed our 
names for the purpose of forming the corporation under the laws of the 
State of Rhode Island and certify we executed these Articles of 
Incorporation on this date: JANUARY 9, 2014. 
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